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Nature of AINU MOSIR
~ as viewed by wolves
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Nature of Ainu Mosir as viewed by wolves
ONO Yugo Professor Emeritus, Hokkaido University; Geographer and Geoecologist

The Wolves had been watching. Observing the land of Ainu Mosir, as it later would be called by the Ainu people.

In the Last glacial period, the wolves arrived here walking over Sakhalin and the Soya land bridge, just as the ancestors of the Ainu people had with their
paleolithic tools in their hands. The wolves ran in groups over the immense grassland of the Eurasian Continent where mammoths, wooly rhinos, bisons,
giant deer and elk lived. The paleolithic people guarded their camps with fire, listening to the howling of wolves the whole night through.

After the glacial period, the climate became warm and the land bridge was submerged again by the rising sea-levels, forcing the mammoths and wolves to
remain on this island, no longer capable of returning to Siberia. The grassland was replaced by dense forests, where mammoths and giant deer could not
survive, while the wolves ran amongst the trees hunting the Ezo sika deer. The paleolithic people invented earthenware by which they boiled acorns, fish
and shells to survive in the new environment. They, possively already speaking words similar to the Ainu language called the wolves “Wose-kamuy”,
imitating their howling. They caught the Ezo sika deer by using pitfalls which they dug in the volcanic ash covering the earth surface. The wolves running
much faster than the Ezo sika deer could naturally hunt them down. People revered the wolves and called them “Onrupus (hunting) kamuy (god)”or
“Horkew kamuy”.

The people dared not to approach the wolves, and rather revered them as Kamuy (god) of the forest. The wolves lived freely on the lands of this island
separated from Sakhalin and Siberia by marine straits, and evolved from continental wolves into Ezo wolves. Meanwhile, the descendants of the
paleolithic people became the Ainu, and they also lived freely on these lands. However, their freedom was suddenly lost in 1869 with the colonizing of
this island, Ainu Mosir, now known as Hokkaido by the Japanese government. Ezo wolves were killed by poisoning. The last one was found dead in about
1900. The pictures in this book were shot by the photographer, Mizukoshi Takeshi, who tried to look for and capture the Nature of Ainu Mosir as it
might have been viewed by Ezo wolves, revered as Kamuy.

We wish to view them as through the eyes of the wolves.
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I have watched the wildlife in various environments from polar
regions to the equatorial areas for a half century, always
considering our planet, the Earth. I have never got tired of
photographing the nature, having an unlimited diversity of
wildlife adapted to the environments. For me, a photographing
is an achievement to record my own viewpoints precisely into
the nature which I respect and love. The beauty of the nature
means not only comfortable features, shapes and colors, but also
its severeness and gentleness, never losing its wilderness, with a
full biodiversity. When I face sincerely to such nature, ideal for
me, it begins to tell me calmly its stories which have been
hidden for the others. Even though I cannot understand the
whole nature, I have clicked a shutter to approach to the nature
by trying to grasp it holistically using a kind of bird's eye view,
from a viewpoint of ecosystem.
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Author: Mizukoshi Takeshi

Born in 1938, photographing the nature centered
on mountains in Japan, Himalaya, Andes, Africa
and Borneo; major books: “Primeval forest in
Japan” (1991: Photographic Society of Japan
Award), “Forest Archipelago” (Domon Ken
Award) and “Shiretoko — remained wilderness”
(2004: MEXT Award for Art Encouragement).
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